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Michael K. Powell. C h m a u  1. ~ ~~~~~~ 

Kevin J. Mar t i i~  Conurussionei 
Jonathan S Adelstein. Coinnlissioner 
Uth leen  Q .  Ahernalhy, Comnlissionel 
blvhchiiel J Copps, Coimmissioner I I MAY 2 7 2003 

SUBJECT. DO NOT CHANGE BROADCAST OW’NERSHW RULES 

Dear Cumrmssioii Chairman and Commissioncrj: 

lf your “proposed broadcast ownershp rules” are adopted: 

I Independent VOICCS in cilies throughout Lhe country could be snuffed out by large media corpor- 
alilXl& 

2. Communiti~s and even states aid  regions could be dominated by oiir media corporation, which 
could exercise it5 monopoly by deciding which viewpoints lo air and whicll viewpoints to ceiisor, 
and, 

3. The American public would be denied acccss to a complete array of‘ information from which to 
form and exercise theu judgment 

Yo1 hurprisingly. i t  is media giants that are fighting for these rule changes. 

Thc American public is entitled toil broad spectrum o f  infonnation, which can only be obtained 
when there are cumpctine broadcasters and newspapen in evew area of the country. 

Allowinp media ciants to dominate larpe areas of the eountn amounts to a MONOPOLY, and 
suppression of FREEDOM OF SPEECH. 

AND SO - I URGE YOU TO PREVENT MONOPOLlZATlON AND DOMINANCE 1N 
COMMUNICATIONS. AND ALLOW THE AMERICAN PUBLIC A BROAD SPECTRUM OF 
INFORMATION. 

Very truly yo~irs, 

Thomas A. Ring 
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Richard Patterson 
1706 Sunburst Iane, PineviLk, huisiana 71360 

May 25, 2003 

FCC chairman Michael Powell 
FCC fax (202) 418 0188 

Subject Keep Radio Live 

Dear FCC chairmsn Michael Powell: 

RECEIVED & INSPECTED 

MAY 2 7 ?[ !e3  

FCC - MAILROOM 

02-27 7 

I am deeply concerned that you have set a June 2 deadline for submitting new regulations on 
media ownership Media consolidation is a threat to the free flow of information and ideas, and it 
is WTOQ to issue new rules without giving the public an opportunity to review and discuss 
specific proposed regulations An issue this important needs more debate and discussion Please 
do not sufle debate on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

kchard Patterson 



From Guarnerl Carlo To The Honorable Michael K Powell 

Dear FCC 

I urge you to ri 
from media monopolies. 

x the broa ast ownership i d e s  that protect American citizen 

'These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain 
near-total control of radio and television news and information in communities across the 
nation. And many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these 
ownership rules already have a knuwn track record in attempting to keep opposing 
viewpoints ofT the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on hportant  
issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our  freedom, 1 urge you to continue 
tlic broadcasting ownership protcctiom that, for dccades, have helped to ensure a healthy 
political debate in our rountry. 

Sincerel) , 

(72273 

blr. Carlo Guarneri 
Chase. Kansas 67524.9449 
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Posl O W  Box 557 
Clahdale. Arizona 86324 
Phone 928-534-8584 
Fax 92886397693 

Fax 
TO: FCC Board of DlredOS From: Tony Mlliams 

F W  (202) 4180188 DatR May 9.2003 

Phone: Pagess 

- 

Re: Broadcast Ownership Rules cc: 

X Urgent X For Review 0 Please Comment 0 Please Reply 0 Please Recyde 

Dear FCC Board of Directors, 

I would like to urge you not to consider "relaxing" the broadcast 
ownership rules. If the proposed "broadcast ownership rules" 
are adopted, independent voices in cities across the United 
States could be silenced and only huge media corporations 
would have the ability to broadcast. Whole communities and 
even whole states and regions could be dominated by one media 
company which could decide which viewpoints to allow on the 
air and which to censor, this is clearly un-American. 
The big media conglomerates have in the past used their power 
to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. These proposed rule 
changes would give them far greater power to keep opposing 
views off the air and out of the newspapers. 
Many of the media giants are fighting for these rule changes - 
including ViacomlCBS and DisneylABC -these are precisely the 
same companies that have tried in the past to keep your 
viewpoints off the air. 

Thanks for your consideration of my opinions! 
Sincerely, 

Tony Williams 
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23 17 N Madison Street 
Arlington, VA 22205 
May 8.2003 

The I[onorablc Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner 
Fcderal Cornmunications Commission 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street, s w 
X'asliinglon, I 1  C. 20554 

Dear Mr Adelstein 

I urgc you not to rclax the broadcast ownershlp rules that protect the Amencan citizens 
from inedia monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near- 
total control of radio and television news and inforrnatlon in communities across our 
nation .And many of the corporations lhat are now lobbing the FCC to relax these 
ownership rulcs already have a know track record in attempting to keep opposing 
viewpoints off the air 

The American people deserve to hear more than oiie poinl ol'vlew on important issues 
Therefurc, Tor the sake of our democracy and our Creedom, 1 urge you to continuc thc 
broadcast ownership protections thar, for decades, havc hclped to ensure a healthy 
political dcbatc iii our countrj. 

S merely, 

I '  f3arbara Saffcr 
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Robert W, Atkinson 
11  Joann Dr. 
Astan. PA 19014 
Phone Number: (610) 494-7490 
€-Mall roberl aikinson@ernail corn 

To The Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein. Commissioner 
Dale Sent 4n12003 

Numberof Pages' 1 
Fax (202) 418-0188 

k 4 q :  

Dear Mr. Adelstein: 

I urge you a to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates 
citizens froin media monopolies. 

to gain near-total control of radio and television news and information in 
communities across our nation And many of the corporations that are not 
lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known track 
record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

important issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I 
urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades have 
helped to ensure a healthy political debate in ow country 

Sincerely, 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on 

Kobert W Atkinson 



RECEIVE 
MAY 2 7 2003 

ipdwal Comrnunlcatons Cammisston 
Office ai Uie Secretary 



From to 2024180188 at 05/07/2003 9:39 AM 001/001 

P h o n eToo Is 
o rn rn issioners 

H . . .  H H o / (3 i 05/07/2003 9 39 AM 

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media 
monopolies 
The large news networks already have to much power to slant the news in their way of thinking We 
don't need to give them more of an advantage Many viewer believe that if the news networks report it 
than it must be true 
This would pave the way for them to gain near-total control of both radio and television news accross 
our nation 
The American viewers deserve to hear more than one point of view 
For the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership 
protections 

ax: 6154493385 \Phone : 61544-93385- I--- . - 
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Fax  Cover Sheet 
P 0 Box 344 

Balllnaer TX 76821-0344 
Phone 91 5-35-5907 

FAX 915-365-8708 

- - _  .I- 
Send io: The Honoroble Michael K 
Powell, Chaltman FC 
All Commissioners 

Olllco location. Washington DC 

- 

.. . - ._ - - 
Office location: Ranch, Winlers TX 79567 

- ~. -- 
Fax nurnber:202-41801DD '-? Phone 3253655907 or 325 365 6312 

I havc mailed cach of you a poslcard that was prepared b y  Iho NRA and lhis f a x  is  lo 
let you know thot these ore my sentiments exactly! Also any ovcrl actions against my 
2nd amcndmcnt rights and cvcryfhing 0 1 5 ~  guaranieed by the constitution must be 
dcalt with in a courqgcousFnd timely manner. Thanks for your time and efforf. 

(92 -317  
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RECEIVED 
MAY 2 7 2003 

ieoerai Communlcdtms Cornminion 
Office of the Secretary 
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Page 1 of 1 

From: Sharoii Stewart 
Io: Katherine Lapin 
Date: 5/8/2003 3 08 PM 
Suhject: Long Phone Msg for Commissionei 
cr: Johanna Mikes 

CALLER: Peter Larellas 
YCIMBER 559-431-5391 
MSC 
IS no public or Senatorial discourse 1 want  to a w s t  
I can a s m t  

ADDRESS 5464 U Vagede?, Freano, CA 9371 I 

1 talked with Karen Stephenson regarding your article in the SF Chronicle a few weeks ago I am concerned thcre 
I applaud everythmg you're doing Please contact me and tell me ha* 

tile i iC \Documents%2Oand%2OSett1ngs\kIap1n\Local%20Seit1ngs\Temp\G W)00006.HTM 5/8/2003 



I l l  J ( I= 0 1 4h 6 h 8 Aoo ?'5'bdl 6 J'o'n a t  h a n  5 . A d  e I s  t e  i n 

C o m m i s s i o n e r  

I C o m m u n i c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  
S t r e e t ,  S W  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC.  2 0 5 5 4  

MAY 2 7 2003 

D e a r  M r .  A d e l s t e i n  

I u r g e  y o u  a t o  r e l a x  t h e  b r o a d c a s t  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  t h a t  p r o t e c t  
A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s  f r o m  m e d i a  m o n o p o l i e s .  

T h e s e  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  w o u l d  p a v e  t h e  w a y  f o r  t h e  g r a n t  m e d i a  
c o n g l o m e r a t e s  t o  ga in  n e a r - t o t a l  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  r a d i o  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n  n e w s  a n d  

i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  c o m m i n i t i e s  a c r o s s  our n a t i o n .  A n d  m a n y  o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  t h a t  
a r e  n o w  l o b b y i n g  t h e  F C C  to r e l a x  t h e s e  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  a l r e a d y  h a v e  a 

k n o w n  t rack  r e c o r d  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  k e e p  o p p o s i n g  v i e w p o i n t s  o f f  t h e  a i r .  

T h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  d e s e r v e  t o  h e a r  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o n  
i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  T h e r e f o r e ,  fo r  t h e  s a l e  o f  ou r  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  o u r  f r e e d o m ,  I 

u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  b r o a d c a s t  o w n e r s h i p  p r o t e c t i o n s  t h a t ,  f o r  d e c a d e s ,  
h a v e  h e l p e d  t o  e n s u r e  a h e a l t h y  p o l i t i c a l  d e b a t e  i n  ou r  c o u n t r y .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

T h o m a s  E. D e r n e r s  

1 2  C e n t r a l  S t  

M e t h u e n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  0 1 8 4 4 - 3 1 0 6  
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C o m m i s s i o n e r  

A d  e I s  t e i n 

I C o m m u n i c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  

S t r e e t ,  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C .  2 0 5 5 4  

RECEIVED 

D e a r  Mr  A d e l s t e i n  

I u r g e  y o u  W t o  r e l a x  t h e  b r o a d c a s t  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  t h a t  p r o t e c t  
A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s  f r o m  m e d i a  m o n o p o l i e s  

T h e s e  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  w o u l d  p a v e  t h e  w a y  f o r  t h e  g i a n t  m e d i a  

c o n g l o m e r a t e s  t o  g a i n  n e a r - t o t a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  r a d i o  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n  n e w s  a n d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  c o m m i n i t i e s  a c r o s s  ou r  n a t i o n .  A n d  m a n y  o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  t h a t  

a r e  n o w  ! o b b y i n g  t h e  F C C  t o  r e l a x  t h e s e  o:*tnership r u l e s  a l r e a d y  h a v e  a 

k n o w n  t rack  r e c o r d  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  to  k e e p  o p p o s i n g  v i e w p o i n t s  o f f  t h e  a i r .  

The A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  d e s e r v e  t o  h e a r  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o n  
i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  T h e r e f o r e ,  fo r  t h e  s a l e  of  o u r  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  o u r  f r e e d o m ,  I 
u r g e  y o u  to  c o n t i n u e  t h e  b r o a d c a s t  o w n e r s h i p  p r o t e c t i o n s  t h a t ,  f o r  d e c a d e s ,  
h a v e  h e l p e d  t o  e n s u r e  a h e a l t h y  p o l i t i c a l  d e b a t e  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y .  

S i  n c e r e l y ,  

T h o m a s  E. D e m e r s  

1 2  C e n t r a l  S t .  

M e t h u e n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  0 1 8 4 4 - 3 1 0 6  
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May 6, 2003 

CHARLESSTOGNER 

The Honorable Kevin J Martin 
The Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein 
The Honorable Michael L. Powell 
The Honorable Kathleen Q. Abernethy 
The Honorable Michael J. Copps 
Federal Communicetions Commission 
4-45 12" Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re. Broadcast Ownership Rtghts 

Dear Commissioners: 

I am emailing you to urge you to please not relax the current broadcast rules that 
protect our rights under the Constitution and protect us as American citizens horn 
media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for media conglomerates to gain 
near complete control of the radio and television news and information being sent 
to the communities across our nation. Many of the corporations are now 
lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known track 
record of attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the airways. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important 
Issues Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to 
continue the broadcast ownership protections that for decades have helped to 
ensure a healthy political debate in our country 

Regards, 
n 

559 Westshore Dive 
Ridgeway, SC 29130 



RECEIVE 

RC. Hansen 
1082 Sundance Dr. 

Pen Argyl, Pa. 18072 

Dear AU Menbers of F.C.C.. 

We are all aware that monopolies, censorship, and lack of representation are not in the 
best interest of the ammican people. 

So why would you,as an organization assigned to help protect and defend part of our 
culture and way of life, even consider altering or relaxing ownership rules that protect all 
of the American citizens kom any one person or group of people 6-om domineeriq the air 
w v e s  of our great nstion? 

It is quire obvious the un-Godly power of censorship that would instill on the holder of 
such a monopoly1 

We, as a people, lmve a right to hear all of the facts in any given story or debate on any 
and every topic of discusion regardless of what ' side' the reporting media is OIL or how 
they may wish to censor or altar the facts. 

There for I implore you. as strongly 85 I know how, to not relax the Broadcast Ownership 
rules thatkeep media monopolies 60m having control over what We the American People, 
should or should not hear on the air waves of our great nation The United States Of 
America1 

Radio Free Europe and dictatorship and other such things can not help but jump lo mind!! 

Sincere1 d Re ectfully S&Ji--- 
Raymond Hansen 

1 0 ' d  6 L B Z  €98 0 1 9  
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William H. Wilson  573-518-0102 05/06/2003 12:B 

The Media alrcady has too much control over what we hear and see~~@~~mmunicslms 
\ 'ou  not to change the broadcast o\bmershili rules and to continue the 
broadcast wneIship pi otcctions 

9ff'ceofheSecretary 

Slrlcel.ely, 

Williaiu I~I  Wilson 
I,eadington, MO 63601-4447 
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RECEIVE 



Chairman Powell, Commissioners: Abernathy, Copps, Martin, and Adelstein: MAY 2 7 2003 
Sirs and Madams, I request that you not allow the airways become m o n o p o l i z % & r a T ~ m s  ~ m , s s l o , ,  

occurs, independent voices in cities across the United States could be snuffed out bjffbgtthe Secretary 
media corporations; whole state and or regions could be dominated by one media 
company which could decide which viewpoints to allow on the air and which to ccmor. 
The big media c o n g l o m t e s  have in the past used their power to keep opposing 
viewpoints off the air. Their proposed ruse changes would give them Eu greater power to 
keep opposing views off the air and out of the newspapers. And in fact, many of the 
corporations that are fighting for these rule changes, including media giants ViacodCBS 
and Disneyhd ABC, are precisely the same companies that have tried in the past to keep 
your viewpoints off the air. Tom Jefferson was fearful of monopolies and tried to put 
restraints on them into the Constitution but was foiled by the Hamilton crowd. I too am 
fearful of them. Please do not fold under political pressure and forsake the little people 

Las Cruces, New Mexico 88007 

505-526-7796 
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May 25, 2003 I I 
To: FCC Chairman H o n o r a b l h G i ~ ~ l L B ~ B 4 i ~ l I .  and all other FCC 
Members. 

R: Proposed rule change to allow any one to own as many Radio and 
TV stations they want. 

Dear Members o f  the FCC Commission: 

Please make the following comments and enclosure part of the record 
in your deliberations on changing the FCC rule as to ownership of 
radio and TV stations. 

I t  is my understanding that the Federal Cormnunications Commission 
was established by the Congress to provide for orderly use of the 
frequencies used by the TV Radio and Communication companies. 

M Y  first radio was a ctystal s e t  I built myself using head phones 
received for a Christmas present. I can clearly remember the 
newspaper stories concerning discussions why the FCC legislation 
was needed. 

As explained at that time and still true today there is a 
requirement that the frequencies are used so that all broadcaster 
and users will be able to use the air waves without interference 
from other users. The total concept was "the freausncies art the 
property of the people o f  the United States. and are to be used for 
the qood of a l l  the peop le  i n  the United States.  

From my reading o f  the proposal(~) before your c o d t t e e .  it is 
apparent that the rules are proposed to be changed so that "A 
company can own as many stations as they want to and can afford to 
buy". 

Enclosed are copies of news articles with my comments. As you can 
see, when a small group of people own all or virtually all of any 
commodity a monopoly OK oligopoly is created. That is what would be 
created if the FCC changes the rules of ownership as now being 
proposed. Further, since those who own the stations or networks can 
decide what will be broadcast from their equipment a full and 
impartial discourse would most likely not occur here in the United 
States. In fact that is happening today. Witness the fact that the 
networks decide who can participate in the Presidential debates as 
happened in the last election. 

Any one who runs for public office should be extremely concerned 
about the proposed change(.). Political ads could be refused [as at 
the present time and candidates or any one who Wants t o  place 
teleconnnunication ads are left out]. Dissenting or contrary views 
different from the entity holding the broadcast license would not 
be heard. Such a situation flies directly in the face of the 
requirements of present law, and the law's intent to have the a ir  
waves used for the benefit of all theAmerican DeoPle not just 
those who have the money to purchase stations to stifle dissent or 



different views and at the same time enjoy the use of the 
electronic spectrum that is the property of the American people. 

For many years the radio and TV stations were required to broadcast 
opposing views from those espoused by the stations owners. [In case 
of corporations, any stock holder of contrary view.] That rule was 
the "Fairness Doctrine". Since repeal of the Fairness Doctrine, it 
is virtually impassible for people who do not agree with radio or 
TV station views to get any rebuttal broadcast time "on the air 
from the station". 

Therefore, the following suggestions are presented for your 
consideration. All licensed holders of a public broadcast frequency 
fat tadio or TV station [The law was written with the idea that the 
American people were the owners of the broadcast spectrum.] must 
provide air time for any one who requests air time to respond to 
opinions and political views broadcast by the station. ie. 
Reestablish the "Fairness Doctrine". Second, require that any 
candidate for any public office can participate in any political 
proceeding that is broadcast over the air such as candidate debates 
and or forums on issues such as "to be voted on measures". Third, 
all National, State, and local political ads run by candidates or 
any one else that deal directly with a persons election campaign OK 
ballot measure are to be billed at the lowest cost rate of any 
advertising sold by the station for broadcast viewing. 

Public Broadcast companies should not be able to make extensive 
profits at the expense of the American people who want to exercise 
their right to inform fellow citizens about candidates, issues and 
views that directly address the issues of a political campaign. 
proposed legislation or administrative rule. 

In summary, to correct the present problem of excessive cost of 
political campaigns, all advertisements dealing with candidates and 
issues that are on the ballot would be billed at the lowest 
advertising rate the broadcaster uses. The Fairness Doctrine must 
be reestablished providing the people an opportunity to rebuttal a 
stations position on candidates etc.. The Station must be required 
to providing free time to any one who asks for it in an amount not 
t o  exceed 10 minutes in any 8 hour period, at the same time slot 
the station used to express its views. 

I f  these changes ate made to present FCC rules, it would go along 
way towards mitigating monopoly control ownership of the broad cast 
medium and an increase in control of "political speech and free 
speech on political and social issues in today's broad cast medium. 

Investors should be able to make a profit, but not at the expense 
of control of political and social thought in America. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Steph'en Donne1 1 
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FCC chairman says ttlecom rules will not reduce choices 
WASHINGTON -The nation's lop communications regulator 

told lawmakenTuesday that upcoming decisions on local phone 
competition and media ownership wll nor take choices away from 
consumers. 

We will be guided exclusively by the public interesi." Federal 
Communications Commission Chaumsn Michael Powell told the 
Senate Commercs Committee 

The agency's decisions this year could reshape the landscape of 
media carnpanies and the telecommunicariona industry Au five of 
the FCC's comnussioners testified before the committee. 

I 
s h n m l  
1505 E L Avo - LaGrandeOR 97sso 


